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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 28, 2019

The Honorable Wilbur L. Ross, Jr.
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
101 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Ross:

In light of the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Department of Commerce v. New York State, we
urge you to uphold the rule of law and respect the Court’s decision. By continuing to pursue the
citizenship question, you will further delay and jeopardize the Census Bureau’s ability to conduct
a full, fair, and accurate decennial census as required by the U.S. Constitution and the Census
Act. We urge you to stop all efforts to add a citizenship question and allow the Census Bureau to
proceed with preparation for a 2020 census without a citizenship question on the questionnaire.

As a constitutionally mandated activity, the decennial census is a cornerstone of our democracy.
We have one chance to get the count right and must complete the task on time to meet
constitutional and legal requirements for congressional apportionment and redistricting. The
2020 Census is less than half a year away, and any unnecessary delay in operations would impact
the ability of the Census Bureau to count every person in our country. We urge you to remove
the citizenship question, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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CHARLES E. SCHUMER

BRIAN SCHATZ

United States Senator United States Senator
RICHARD J. DURBIN PATRICK LEAHY "

United States Senator United States Senator
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PATTY MURRAY o} TAMMY PUCKWORTH
Unite Senator United States Senator
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TOM UDALL CORY A. BOOKER
United States Senator United States Senator
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN AMY KICOBUCHAR
United States Senator United States Senator
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HERROD BROWN ROBERT P. CASEY, JR. ¢
United States Senator United States Senator
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KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND MICHAEL F. BENNET
United States Senator United States Senator
REED JEFFREY A. MERKLEY
Usfted States Senator United States Senator
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RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
United States Senator United States Senator
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ATHER O Z YIAST MARTIN HEINRICH

United States Senator United States Senator
SHATT.DON WHITEHOUSE RON WYDEN
United States Senator United States Senator
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AMM ALDWIN

Umted tates Senator i Senator
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MAZIE KY HIRONO k..WAMALA D. HARRIS
United States Senator United States Senator
EDWARD J. RKEY MARK R. WARNER
United States Senator United States Senator

ce: The Honorable Steven D. Dillingham
Director
U.S. Census Bureau
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