July 30, 2020

The Honorable Robert Lighthizer The Honorable Sonny Perdue
U.S. Trade Representative Secretary

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative U.S. Department of Agriculture
600 17th Street, N.W. 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20508 Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Ambassador Lighthizer and Secretary Perdue:

Thank you for working with Congress on the modernized United States-Canada-Mexico
Agreement (USMCA). USMCA includes important safeguards intended to protect products
using certain common food names or labeled with traditional terms. Unfortunately, countries
outside of North America exploit protections meant for valid geographical indications to limit
competition and block imports. These trade barriers have a harmful effect on the entire
agriculture and food value chain.

On behalf of the food and beverage manufacturers, producers, and exporters we represent, we
write today to request that the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) establish as a core U.S. policy objective in all trade-related
discussions the goal of securing concrete market access assurances regarding specific common
food names and wine grape varietal designations or traditional terms, including those of
importance to cheese, meat, wine, and other food producers across the United States.

We appreciate the important first step that USTR and USDA have made to defend common food
names and tear down trade barriers that harm U.S. exports. Our competitors continue to employ
trade negotiations around the world to prohibit American-made products from using common
food names and wine grape varietal designations or traditional terms, such as bologna, parmesan,
chateau, and feta, which have been in use for decades. Due to this continued practice by our
competitors, we urge the administration to improve upon the template established in the USMCA
negotiations and continue to prioritize market access and the ability of U.S. producers to use
common food names in ongoing and future trade negotiations. We appreciate your leadership on
this matter and look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

JOHN THUNE DEBBIE STABENOW
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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