Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 13,2018
The Honorable Roy Blunt The Honorable Patty Mutray
Chairman Ranking Member
Appropriations Subcommittee Appropriations Subcommittee
on Labor, Health and Human Services, on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Murray:

We respectfully ask that you fund the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s National
Asthma Control Program at $30 million in the FY 2019 Labor, Health and Human Setvices, and
Education Appropriations bill. This level represents an additional $1.0 million in funding.
Additional funding above cutrent funding levels is necessary to ensure CDC continues to meet the
needs of the funded states and to address the burden of asthma.

It is more important than ever to provide the resources necessary to fight asthma. Asthma affects
over 26 million Americans, including 6.1 million children.' In addition to its toll on health, asthma
imposes a huge financial cost, resulting in annual health care expenditures, lost productivity, and
mortality totaling $81.9 billion.? Furthermore, asthma causes 13.8 million missed school days and
10.1 million missed workdays evety yeat.’

The National Asthma Control Program at the CDC tracks asthma prevalence, promotes asthma
control and prevention, and builds capacity in state and community health programs. The National
Asthma Control Program funds projects in 24 states and Puerto Rico. Funding the National
Asthma Control Program at $30.0 will ensure the program can continue to meet the needs of
funded-states.

This program trains educators and health professionals to diagnose, treat, and manage asthma. It
teaches children and their families to recognize, prevent, and control symptoms and assists school
districts in implementing asthma management programs and developing asthma policies for
students. Created in 1999, the National Asthma Control program has been highly effective,
contributing to a dectease in the asthma mortality rate by 41 petrcent, despite a growth of asthma
prevalence.’
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As you consider the Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations bill for
FY2019, we urge you to fund the National Asthma Control Program at $30.0 million. These funds
will help to reduce the burden of asthma and continue to keep our communities and children
healthy. Significant advancements have been made over the last decade in the fight against asthma,
and the National Asthma Control Program is essential to maintain this momentum.
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