Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 7, 2017

The Honorable Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street Southwest
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Pai:

We write because we have serious reservations about your recent decision to set aside,
rescind, and retract the “E-Rate Modernization Progress Report” authored by Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) staff. This report was replete with facts showing how the
2014 E-Rate Modernization Orders have helped expand support for Wi-Fi, connect more schools
to fiber, and bring financial stability for our neediest schools and libraries. Your decision to
retract these facts and eliminate the report is worrying to us, who support this vital program.

The E-Rate program is one of the enduring legacies of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. The E-Rate program has helped ensure that the neediest schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Internet. In 2014, the FCC adopted the two E-Rate Modernization
Orders. These orders updated E-Rate for the broadband era — modernizing and streamlining the
process, and expanding funding for Wi-Fi networks. These changes have already increased the
numbers of students connected throughout the country, including in rural areas, giving them
access to modern teaching tools that expand their knowledge and prepare them to enter the 21st
century workforce. There’s also more money for Wi-Fi, with nearly 50,000 schools and libraries
receiving Wi-Fi support in 2015, compared to zero in funding the years prior.

E-Rate has brought enormous benefits to students and library patrons across the country —
especially in low-income or rural communities. You recently received a letter from Senator
Nelson, Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
reiterating some of the important facts about E-Rate progress. We would also like to draw your
attention to some additional facts:

e Schools in Bridgeport, Connecticut are receiving about $1.6 million this school year for
high-speed Internet and wireless access points. Before this upgrade, teachers have said
they were hesitant to leverage connected learning opportunities for fear of a spotty
connection.

o Over the past two years, the E-Rate program has committed $73.8 million of assistance to
over 1,000 schools in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeking to provide internet
access to their students.

e For the Kansas City, Kansas School District, E-Rate has supported the district’s purchase
of millions of dollars’ worth in bandwidth and connectivity hardware. Joe Fives, the
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director of technology and information services for the district, has said, “We can’t go
backward. We’re light years ahead of where we were.””’

e Schools are getting better and cheaper high-speed Internet service. As described in an
article in Education Week about a school district in Mississippi: “For years, the
superintendent of the 2,500-student Calhoun County schools has been charged
outrageous rates for Internet service so slow his teachers couldn’t get online to take
attendance. But following the FCC’s overhaul of a program known as E-rate, the
district’s fortunes had abruptly turned.” Mike Moore, the superintendent of this district
said, “Until we talked about building our own line, I don’t think [the companies| were
serious, Washington gave us leverage.”?

e David Davis, the director of technology for Scottsbluff Public Schools in far western
Nebraska, has said, because of E-Rate, “Now, there are fewer dead spots, and with
higher bandwidth access points, our students and teachers can access content on the
Internet much faster.” This school district received 38% more funding in 2015, than
2013.

e In 2015, New Jersey received nearly $87 million from E-Rate, helping to connect 161
libraries to high-speed Internet.

e New Mexico aims to bring high-speed Internet access to every classroom by 2018, with a
state initiative and local match funding for schools that rely on E-Rate investments.*

e Oregon's 226 school districts received nearly $25 million in E-Rate funding in 2015
making it the third largest source of education funding coming into the state. Over 80
percent of school districts in Oregon received some such funding. The total amount of
funding for 2016 is expected to exceed $36 million as the E-Rate funds are utilized to
expand and/or enhance connectivity in rural areas in the state.

e The Wayne Highlands School District in Northeast Pennsylvania has utilized Category
Two E-rate funding to install 320 wireless access points—one in every classroom in the
district. In this rural corner of the state, a region where broadband is too often a scarce
commodity, the E-rate program has allowed the school district to redesign its
technological infrastructure and provide students with the high-speed, wireless
instructional strategies of the 21% Century.’

! Robertson, Joe. “Educators fear Trump FCC appointee wants to slash money for school internet access.” The
Kansas City Star. February 22, 2017, http://www kansascity.com/news/business/technology/article134301649.html
2 Harold, Benjamin. “Chapter 3; ‘Washington Gave Us Leverage’.” Education Week. November 19, 2015,
http://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/20 15/rural-schools-broadband/federal-erate-reforms-affordable-broadband-
internet.html

3 Wong, Wylie. “Schools Focus on Infrastructure After Securing E-Rate Funding.” EdTech Magazine. July 1, 2016.
http://www .edtechmagazine.com/k12/article/2016/07/e-rate-success-stories

4 New Mexico. “Governor’s Broadband for Education Initiative.” http://www.broadband4education.nm.gov/
accessed Feb. 17, 2017.

5 Schlegelmilch, Mary. “Digital Transformation in K-12 Education.” Cisco Blogs: Education. December 21, 2016.
http://blogs.cisco.com/education/digital-transformation-in-k-12-education
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e The state of Texas received $314 million in E-Rate funding in 2015 — nearly double what
it received in 2013 before E-Rate modernization.

Please also find enclosed a spreadsheet showing just how much E-Rate modernization
has benefited states nationwide. E-Rate helps schools and libraries in every state by supporting
access to modern communications and the Internet. Such access is critical if we are a country
that is serious about preparing and educating our children for the digital age.

The simple truth is that E-Rate has been nothing but extremely successful in helping
schools and libraries in all 50 states have access to vital funding that ensures that kids in schools
and libraries have high-speed Internet access and wireless connectivity. Your actions threaten to
roll back progress made in all of these states and disrupt schools and libraries’ carefully planned
multi-year budgets. Accordingly, we call on you to guarantee that this treasured program will not
be undermined in any way under your watch.

Sincerely,

Lok b i)

Richard Blumenthal

Edward J. Markey

United States Senate United States Senate
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Tom Udall Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senate United States Senate
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Ron Wyden '

United States Senate
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Cory=%. Booker Gary C. Petéfs
United States Senate United States Senate



Al Franken
United States Senate United States Senate
o
wﬂ— M?_&,
Eliz§beth Warren Robert P. Casey, Jr.
Unifed States Senate United States Senate



S10°ysn :@24n05

| %€~ (s10'9vT) S | €TT'eE6E'S S £0S SL 8TT'6ES'S S SEY [43 BUIWOoAM
[ %SY 975'9Z9'sT S | pv6'TYS'0S S 660€ 6SET 8IY'9T6'PE $ 6992 €6TT UISUOISIA
| %E- (8v2'2b9) S | To8'YyL'EE S £99 £1T 6v0°LBEET S YEL 961 eIu[BAIA 159
%L Y8V TLT $ | B96'LEE'E S LEE S0T 819916 S 0LT 59 "D'q ‘UolBUIYSEAN
| %S BYS'0TL'IT S | 985'ver LYy S LEIT £9L LEO'VBL'0E 3 06T 165 uolBulysem
| %0¥ 99+'09T'9T S | STZ'E0r'9S S 06T SLS BYLTVT0Y 5 £95T ELY eIUIBIIA
| %0E YIS BYT'T $ | €00'950°S S 168 v O’ £88°E S 8 YT FTEIVINETY
| %S ¥6Z'E0S'T S | 5207S0'TE 3 665 26T TEL'8PS"62 S vLS SLT yein
| %66 568°90%9ST $ | 648°9Zy'pTE [ ¥6L8 9647 186'610'85T s 598. 6LTT SEX3 L
| %SE 615'645'6T S | 685°292'sL S 8091 LL9 Tr0'881'95 S OEET 8€9 3assauua)
| %TE S7L°590'Z S | S05'951'8 S 809 85¢ 0820659 S 665 00z elojeq Yines
[ %18 765°T8TLT S | EIS'E6L'09 S 28T £6E 0Z6°0vS'ES S 619 04T BU|OJED YINos
[ %LT 856266 S | S€2°226'9 S 86€ 8LT LLT'VER'S S 0T€ 69T pues| apoyy
%LE 8T0'88€'0Z S | ¥6E'EE0 Y8 3 6505 1512 9LE'SP9"E9 B vL8Y 5002 BIUBAASULA
%39S S60'v88°8 S | 99z'z58"%z S Z5hT 0zy TL1°896'ST $ 0871 03¢ uogalg
| %TE T6E'S0Z'6T S | T4L'€e9'08 S £EOV ¥STT 081819 5 LY6E TZ8 ewoyepio
| Li44 TOE'VEL'ST S | v28'95E'sE 3 £819 0ske £/5'709°9L $ YeI9 5T0T o140
%8 YIEY $ | OTE'8BPS'S B £19 ¥5¢ £889T1°S S 691 91z e303eq YHON
| %ES SSE'99Y'6E $ | 6LETBSVIT $ 9EVT 989 €Z0'STI'SL 3 TPST 8E9 eujjole] Y3JoN
| %8T 069°0€50€ $ | S8Y'TOP'RET S £596 L6TE S6L'0E6L0T S 1T.8 00S2 HOA MEN
%6T L9T'9TL L s | L96'vzEvE 5 7801 06€ 66980997 S £L8 90E 03IXIN MAN
%YE €69°0LT'TC $ | 80L'sz8'98 g 615 9E9T #10'559y9 S S09% L1971 Avsiar man
%ZS Z01'698'T S | T9g'LEYFS [ [423 SLT 09Z'895°E $ [A44 15T aijysdutey map
%TT 897250 $ | Tzo'9ssTT S 8TE S8 ¥SL'E05°6 S TO0T 9 epenaN
%y £007S9'Y S | czLvez'st S Z6ST 778 0Z4'0¥9°0T S BEST 08L ejselgan
%6T #09'815T S | E08'v08%9 S 11341 00F 661'98¢°S S 9LTT 6EE BUBjUON
| %69 LLE'LTYLT $ | 168'L8Y"L9 $ STIE 60ZT €15'048'6E 5 7792 vv6 UNossiy
%ES 8€8'/8S'ST $ | sss'zes' vy g TOST EEE] LTL'PET'6T s 6T €95 1dd1ssIssIN
%99 96057287 $ | S£6'558'SP S LE9T LL6 6£8'0€9°LT S S0¥Z 9L ejosauuI
%0% T8LT6L"8T $ | ov6'TEE'S9 H 087 SYLT SOT'DET LY 5 69T £95T uedipiy
%ZL 890°080'67 S | eeL'e69'se S TP 6E8 S99'€19°9Z S 8012 65L 5395NY2esse
%zZ- (88t'0€9) $ | 8SE'910'6T S Si8 £92 S8'99'6T S ZE6 122 puejAlely
%ZY ZOT'98YE S | L69TPLTT $ 6€9 [423 565'5ST'8 S vLS €8¢ auleiy
%EL 69€E'0L9'SE s | Ezo'9tr'vR H L8€T 809 $58'SrL'3t 3 S85T YES BLEISINGT
%S SE£9'98T6T 5 | 90z'095"%S S 7702 LSL 0L8'€LE'SE 5 89ET 908 Ayanjuay
%S¢ SST'GEL'S $ | 190v89'sT $ ETLT 596 9088507 S TBET L08 sesue)
%9% TLL'BLYL S | 66089 VT S 0472 56 87E'68L'9T S 9yeT pv8 EMO|
%SE £99'825'5T S | ves'ovL'vL S 9YIE TZET L68°L17'SS S 0082 VETT euelpu|
| %19 BEF'S00‘SS S | LzL'vLE'SpT H £908 Y6ET L87'69E'06 S 7859 05T sioul]]|
| %49 €5H'E9LY S | 66T ZETTIT S 598 [ 9v8'89%"L $ E0L 192 oyep|
%T0T GEY'LTTET S | ev0'sy9’sT § £69 Lot 0192259 $ 0€6 L% leme
| %0ZT €60'6ET LS S | LLL'V00'09T S TIEY 815T S89'598'7L S LYET 9z0T epuol4
| %St LY8'7E8'T S | sze'sL8's 3 TLT 6 8L5'0¥0' S 16T 69 aleme|ag
%9E LYS'TLTL S | LetBeg e 3 TLTT 00% 06529102 S L50T LI 1N21398UL0)
%62 6Z1'7SE"9 $ | L¥6'90s'8C S S6LT TE9 8I8ZS1TT $ 9591 S6% opeJo[o)
%St YL1'690 T s | 69€'95025Y S 78511 870€ S6T'LB6'LIE H 6VL0T LLBT ejulojije]
%ET 980'%789 S | TBY'9LE'9E S S09T 799 96E'755'6C S YIET €55 SESUBNJY
| %8 T56'2L6'ST S | LO¥'¥8Z'08 H 8692 786 SSPTTEYS S S62T 899 BUOZIY
%S £Y6'£98'97 S | €69'90E'98 S SEl 28T L¥L'889'65 S oLy YT S|y
%05 YIr'0L8°TT S |ziv'zer'es $ 9zL1T 7v9 8Y0'79v'Sy S 981 269 eweqgely
$T0Z 03 £T0Z unowe STOT 0} £T0T Loy} (ST02) Junowe (sT0Z) punoy sisanbas {sT0Z) PUnoy {€T0z) Junowe (€102) punoy sysanbas (€102) punoy azels
peniwwod [2303 junowe papiuwod PaRIWIWOD [el0L Suipuny jo Jaqunp suonedljdde jo Jaquny Pa3yWLWIOd |ej0 ) Suipuny jo JaquinN suonearjdde jo Jagquny

w1 93ueyd a8ejuansad

IO RIERNETETT ]




