United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510
November 17, 2021

Mr. John C. Pfeifer Mr. John J. Bryant
Oshkosh Corporation Oshkosh Defense
1917 Four Wheel Drive 2307 Oregon Street
Oshkosh, WI 54902 Oshkosh, WI 54902

Dear Mr. Pfeifer and Mr. Bryant:

We write to you today about the Next Generation Delivery Vehicle (NGDV) contract Oshkosh
Defense was awarded by the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) in February 2021. Along with its
subcontractors across the nation, Oshkosh is responsible for production of these vehicles which
will have a significant impact on the environment and create jobs in many communities. The
investment is one part of the Postal Service’s overall efforts to replace its delivery fleet to reduce
maintenance costs and emissions.

Oshkosh Defense has a long and proud history of manufacturing military vehicles in Wisconsin
with skilled union labor. However, we are concerned about your recent decision to manufacture
the trucks in a newly acquired facility, with new hires, in Spartanburg, South Carolina. We urge
you to further scrutinize the final production location based on the strength of Oshkosh’s existing
workforce. Oshkosh has a longstanding and skilled workforce in Wisconsin, with robust
experience in manufacturing trucks for government service. As such, we are writing to better
understand the process that led to the award of the contract and the decision to produce the
NGDYV at a new facility in South Carolina.

According to the Postal Service press release announcing the award, Oshkosh Defense was
chosen for the contract after USPS evaluated production proposals submitted by the company. '
The same release goes on to say, “Oshkosh Defense is evaluating which of their several U.S.
manufacturing locations is best suited to potentially increase the production rate of the NGDV.”?
This release suggests that Oshkosh Defense would manufacture the NGDV at an existing
Oshkosh Defense location.

According to the USPS, the NGDV Request For Information (RFI) responses were required to
contain certain information including: capabilities to “produce, deliver, and provide for national
deployment of up to 180,000 vehicles under this acquisition program;” “Past performance and

! United States Postal Service. “U.S. Postal Service Awards Contract to Launch Multi-Billion-Dollar Modernization
of Postal Delivery Vehicle Fleet”. [Press Release]. 23 Feb 2021. Accessible at:
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2021/0223-multi-billion-dollar-modernization-of-postal-
delivery-vehicle-fleet.htm

2 Ibid.
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experience relevant to . . . vehicle production;” “Information on the financial strength and
resources of the organization [including] . . . technical capability, workforce, and facilities;” and
“Identification of the locations where the supplier may manufacture the vehicles.” * In order to
better understand the Oshkosh Defense bid and the USPS process, we are seeking more
information about the production location, including information Oshkosh Defense provided to
USPS describing the company’s workforce and current or proposed facilities for vehicle
manufacturing.

We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. As Oshkosh Defense responds to these
requests and continues to prepare for production of the NGDV, we expect Oshkosh to focus on
providing good-paying jobs, and respect collective bargaining, to support communities and work
toward a sustainable future.

Sincerely,

Ta my Baldwin Gary C. Peters
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator

3 United States Postal Service. “US Postal Service Next Generation Delivery Vehicle Supplier Conference”. [Slide
Deck]. 18 Feb 2015.
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