
Department of Veterans Affairs is cutting 83,000 jobs, slashing the essential
workforce by over 17 percent at the federal agency. These cuts come on top of staffing
shortages at the VA, including having 66,000 vacancies across the health system and
further outlined in a 2024 report that found that 137 of 139 VA health centers
nationwide report a severe staffing shortage in at least one area, particularly nursing
and psychology.
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Republicans’ bill to slash Medicaid will also hit veterans hard. Estimates show that over
the past decade, nearly 10 percent of veterans use Medicaid for at least some of their
health care benefits, and 40 percent of those veterans rely exclusively on Medicaid for
all their health care. In addition, Republicans’ bill that is cutting vital food assistance
programs like SNAP puts 1.2 million veterans at risk of losing nutrition assistance.
Survivor families who’ve already lost income from their fallen loved one are also in
jeopardy of losing their SNAP and Medicaid benefits. 
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According to a recent poll by Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America
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The federal government is the single
biggest employer of veterans in the
country, employing more than 635,000
veterans. Veterans make up 30 percent
of all federal workers, half of whom are
disabled. Of the 38,000 federal
employees fired in the first five weeks
of the Trump administration, 6,000 are
veterans, according to one estimate.

https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/veterans-healthcare/2025/march/83000-va-workers-targeted-for-layoffs-by-august
https://www.nationalnursesunited.org/press/nurses-demand-va-lift-hiring-freeze-citing-patient-safety-concerns
https://www.vaoig.gov/reports/national-healthcare-review/oig-determination-veterans-health-administrations-severe-0
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/10/nx-s1-5391962/va-job-cuts-limit-doctor-nurse-resignations-veterans
https://www.kff.org/infographic/medicaids-role-in-covering-veterans/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2025/01/28/white-house-funding-freeze-stokes-uncertainty-military-families-raft-of-programs-under-review.html
https://iava.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MEMO_-IAVA-Veterans-Views-Ahead-of-President-Trumps-100th-Day-in-Office.pdf
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https://www.opm.gov/fedshirevets/hiring-officials/ved-fy21.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/mass-federal-layoffs-deliver-gutting-one-two-punch-americas-veterans-rcna193127
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https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/trump-and-unchecked-billionaire-musk-have-fired-nearly-6000-veterans

