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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 14, 2018

The Honorable Christopher A. Wray
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20535

Director Wray:

We write out of concern regarding the White House’s troubling reliance on the use of
interim security clearances and whether there has been any mishandling of classified information
by individuals entrusted with our national security secrets. Given that the F.B.L. conducts a
background investigation into every individual working at the White House as part of the
security clearance process, we respectfully request that you provide the names of all individuals
who currently hold interim security clearances, and the status of their F.B.I. background
investigations,

Credible recent reports indicate that 30-40 White House staff currently have full access to
highly sensitive classified information with only interim security clearances.' This practice
seems to conflict with testimony from the Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats, who
confirmed to Congress yesterday that temporary or interim security clearances should provide
staff with only limited access to sensitive and classified information.? We are deeply concerned
that high level officials operating under an interim security clearance, like Jared Kushner, read
the President’s daily intelligence briefing.® His role as Senior Advisor to the President with a
focus on brokering peace in the Middle East also give him access to highly sensitive and
classified information, What is the status of Mr. Kushner’s permanent security clearance? Has
the F.B.I. provided information to the White House about whether Mr. Kushner will be able to
obtain a permanent security clearance, and whether he is ineligible for any category of security
clearance?

You also testified yesterday that the F.B.1. completed a background investigation into
White House Staff Secretary Rob Porter in late July, yet he remained in his position until last

! Jim Sciutto, Gloria Borger and Zachary Cohen, Dozens of Trump Officials Still Lack Full Security Clearance,
CNN, February 9, 2018, https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/09/politics/trump-officials-pending-security-
clearances/index.html

* Testimony of Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats, Open Hearing before the U.S. Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence, February 13, 2018

* Karen Tumulty, Which is Scarier — that Trump Doesn’t Read his Daily Intel Briefing, or that Jared Kushner Does?
THE WASHINGTON POST, February 11, 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/which-is-scarier--that-
trump-doesnt-read-his-daily-intel-briefing-or-that-jared-kushner-does/2018/02/1 1/faad67e4-0£30-1 18-9065-
€55346f6de81_story.html?utm_term=.6f¢2a019c¢677



week. Who else is currently working at the White House following the completion of a
background investigation without being able to obtain a permanent security clearance? Please
provide a list of these individuals, under seal if necessary.

We request answers to these questions as soon as possible.
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